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ASI-INF-80-101 MSC Scheme 
Documents 
 

 

Version 4.0, 14 June 2010 

 
1 PURPOSE AND SCOPE 
 
1.1 To provide a controlled, up-to-date and comprehensive listing of MSC certification 

scheme documents for reference by ASI staff and certification bodies (CBs) that 
apply to ASI’s MSC Accreditation Program.  

 
2 TERMS AND DEFINITIONS 
 
2.1 All terms and definitions are provided in the ASI Vocabulary. 
 
3 ASSOCIATED DOCUMENTATION 
 
3.1 Standards and Policies ISO 17011 

 
3.2 Procedures, Guidelines 

 
ASI Document and Record Control 
ASI Work Instruction – MSC List-Server 

3.3 Checklists, Templates, etc. 
 

None 

4 GENERAL 
 
4.1 ASI keeps this Controlled List of MSC Certification Scheme Documents on the ASI file 

server in an MSC subdirectory. The list identifies all current MSC documents governing 
standards, certification processes, interpretation, advisories, and guidance, as issued 
by the MSC. File copies of all current MSC certification scheme document are also 
kept on the ASI file server in the MSC subdirectory. 

  
4.2  The Controlled List of MSC Certification Scheme Documents is considered a controlled 

document. ASI updates the list when notified by the MSC of any change to scheme-
related documents. ASI distributes new or revised MSC scheme documents to CBs 
following the Work Instruction-MSC List-Server. 

 
4.3 File copies of MSC scheme documents are considered external documents by ASI and 

therefore are not subject to ASI Document Control Procedures. Copies of MSC 
scheme documents that are maintained on the ASI file server are considered 
uncontrolled documents. Copies of MSC scheme documents distributed by ASI to CBs 
are also considered uncontrolled documents. 

 
4.4 CBs are provided a copy of the Controlled List and copies of current MSC scheme 

documents at the time of application to ASI for accreditation, or upon request to ASI 
(info@accreditation-services.com). The current list is shown in Table 1. 
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Table 1. Controlled List of MSC Certification Schem e Documents. 
 

MSC 
Tier Document Title Version No. Access Issue 

Date MSC File Name Comment Status 

MSC Accreditation 

Unspec. Accreditation Manual (Requirements for Certification Bodies) 5 Public Aug 2005 Accreditation_Manual_Version5_19
_August_2005.pdf 

- Superseded 

Unspec. Accreditation Manual (Requirements for Certification Bodies) 5.1 Public May 2010 Accreditation_Manual_v5.1-1.pdf 
on MSC 
website Current 

Unspec. MSC Scheme Documents for Certification Bodies: Master List 1 Public Sep 2008 Master list - Scheme docs - 5 Sept 
2008 - V1.pdf 

- Current 

MSC Standards 

Tier 1 MSC Principles and criteria for sustainable fishing 1 Public Nov 2002 MSC_environmental_standard_for_
sustainable_fishing.pdf 

- Superseded 

Tier 1 
MSC Fishery Standard - Principles and Criteria for 
Sustainable Fishing 1.1 Public May 2010 MSC_Fishery_Standard_v1.1.pdf 

on MSC 
website Current 

Tier 1 MSC Chain of Custody Standard 2 Public Aug 2005 CoC Standard - 03 August 05 
Version 2 Final.pdf - Superseded 

Tier 1 MSC Chain of Custody Standard 2.1 Public May 2010 MSC_COC_Standard_v2.1-1.pdf on MSC 
website 

Current 

MSC Certification Methodologies 

Tier 2 Marine Stewardship Council Fisheries Certification 
Methodology 

6 Public Sep 2006 Fisheries Certification Methodology 
Version 6 -  September 2006.pdf 

- Superseded 

Tier 2 
Marine Stewardship Council Fisheries Certification 
Methodology 6 Public May 2010 

Fisheries_Certification_Methodolog
y_v6.1-1.pdf 

on MSC 
website Current 

Tier 2 Chain of Custody Certification Methodology 6 Public Nov 2005 
CoC Methodology November 2005 
Version 6 Final.pdf 
 

See TAB D-
026  Superseded 

Tier 2 Chain of Custody Certification Methodology 6.1 Public Jul 2009 
Chain_Of_Custody_Certification_M
ethodology_v6.1-1.pdf 

See TAB D-
026 for 
schedule to 
comply with 
App B & C, 
Current until 
1 July 2010 

Current 

Tier 2 Chain of Custody Certification Methodology 7 Public Feb 2010 Chain_Of_Custody_Certification_M Effective on Current 
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MSC 
Tier Document Title Version No. Access Issue 

Date MSC File Name Comment Status 

(Jul 2010) ethodology_v7.pdf 1 July 2010 
or earlier 

Tier 2 

Marine Stewardship Council Fisheries Assessment 
Methodology and Guidance to Certification Bodies: Default 
Assessment Tree, Performance Indicators and Scoring 
Guideposts 

1 Public Jul 2008 
Fisheries_Assessment_Methodolog
y&Guidance_Version_1_FINAL_21J
uly2008.pdf 

Current until 
21 Jul 2010. 
[see TAB D-
017v2] 

Current 

Tier 2 
Marine Stewardship Council Fisheries Assessment 
Methodology and Guidance to Certification Bodies Including 
Default Assessment Tree and Risk-Based Framework  

2 Public Jul 2009 FAM v2 including RBF.pdf See TAB D-
017 v2 

Superseded 

Tier 2 
Marine Stewardship Council Fisheries Assessment 
Methodology and Guidance to Certification Bodies Including 
Default Assessment Tree and Risk-Based Framework  

2.1 Public May 2010 
Fisheries_Assessment_Methodolog
y_v2.1.pdf 

See TAB D-
017 v2 Current 

Unspec. 
Scoring worksheet - MSC Fishery Assessment Methodology - 
Default Assessment Tree - Version 1 - 21 July 2008 [MS 
Excel spreadsheet] 

1 Public Jul 2008 FAM V1 Default scoring 
worksheet.xls 

Current until 
21 Jul 2010. 
[see TAB D-
017v2] 

Current 

Unspec. 
Scoring worksheet - MSC Fishery Assessment Methodology - 
Default Assessment Tree - Version 2 - 31 July 2009 (MS 
Excel spreadsheet) 

2 Public Jul 2009 
FAM v2 - Default scoring 
worksheet.xls - Superseded 

Unspec. 
Scoring worksheet - MSC Fishery Assessment Methodology - 
Default Assessment Tree - Version 2.1 - 1 May 2009 [MS 
Excel spreadsheet] 

2 Public May 2010 FAM_Default_Scoring_Worksheet_
v1.1.xls 

on MSC 
website 

Current 

Unspec. PSA for MSC (MS Excel workbook for use in performing 
calculations for the PSA analysis) 1 Public Feb 2009 [provided by MSC on request] - Superseded 

Unspec. Fisheries Assessment Methodology – Productivity 
Susceptibility Analysis Workbook [MS Excel spreadsheet] 

- Public May 2010 FAM_PSA_Workbook_for_MSC_R
BF_v1.1.xls 

on MSC 
website 

Current 

Unspec. 

Marine Stewardship Council Metodología para la evaluación 
de pesquerías y orientaciones para los organismos de 
certificación: Árbol de evaluación, indicadores de 
desempeño, pautas de puntuación    

1 Public Mar 2009 Sp_FAM_V1.pdf 

Spanish 
translation 
of FAM 
Version 1, 
21 July 
2008 

Current 

Unspec. 

Marine Stewardship Council  Methodik zur Bewertung von 
Fischereien und Anleitung für Zertifizierer  zum 
standardisierten Bewertungsbaum, zu Leistungsindikatoren  
und Bewertungswegweisern 

1 Public Apr 2009 
 
MSC_Fisheries_Assessment_Meth
odology_German_0808.pdf 

German 
translation 
of FAM 
Version 1, 

Current 
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MSC 
Tier Document Title Version No. Access Issue 

Date MSC File Name Comment Status 

21 July 
2008 

Unspec. 

Marine Stewardship Council Méthodologie d’évaluation des  
pêcheries et Guide de mise en œuvre par les organismes de 
certification   Arbre d’évaluation par défaut, indicateurs de 
performance et balises de notation   

1 Public Apr 2009 Fr_FAM_V1.pdf 

French 
translation 
of FAM 
Version 1, 
21 July 
2008 

Current 

MSC TAB Directives 

Tier 2 
TAB D-001 Scope of application of MSC Principles and 
Criteria – wild fisheries, enhanced fisheries, aquaculture 

1 Public Apr 2004 - 
Repealed by 
PA 10 
 

Superseded 

Tier 2 
TAB D-001 v2 Enhanced fisheries – Scope of application of 
the MSC Principles and Criteria 2 Public Jul 2009 

TAB D-001 v2 - Enhanced 
fisheries.pdf 

See TAB D-
001 v2.1 Superseded 

Tier 2 
TAB D-001 v2 Enhanced Fisheries – Scope of Application of 
the MSC Principles and Criteria 2.1 Public May 2010 

TAB_D_001_Enhanced_Fisheries_
v2.1.pdf - Current 

Tier 2 TAB D-002 Controversy – disputes in fisheries 1 Public Apr 2004 TAB D-002 - Controversy-disputes 
in fisheries.pdf 

See TAB D-
002 v1.1 

Superseded 

Tier 2 TAB D-002 v1.1 Controversy – Disputes in Fisheries 1.1 Public May 2010 
TAB_D_002_Disputes_In_Fisheries
_v1.1.pdf - Current 

Tier 2 TAB D-003 Unit of certification 1 Public Apr 2004 TAB D-003 - Unit of certification.pdf See TAB D-
003 v1.1 

Superseded 

Tier 2 TAB D-003 v1.1 Unit of Certification 1.1 Public May 2010 
TAB_D_003_Unit_Of_Certification_
v1.1.pdf 

- Current 

Tier 2 TAB D-004 Status of stocks – depletion and recovery 1 Public Apr 2004 
TAB D-004 - Status of stocks - 
depletion  recovery.pdf 

See TAB D-
004 v1.1 Superseded 

Tier 2 TAB D-004 v1.1 Status of stocks – Depletion and Recovery 1.1 Public May 2010 TAB_D_004_Status_Of_Stocks_v1.
1.pdf 

- Current 

Tier 2 TAB D-005 Stakeholder consultation when setting conditions. Draft 1 
Internal 
(MSC) 

- -  Not issued 

Tier 2 TAB D-006 Scoring of P1, C2 and P2, C3 in assessment tree 
hierarchies 

1 Public Feb 2005 TAB_D_006 Scoring of P1C2 
P2C3.pdf 

- Current (?) 

Tier 2 
TAB D-007 Effect on fish or fish products if a fishery 
certificate is suspended or withdrawn 1 Public Mar 2005 

TAB D-007 Effect on CofC 
Certificates when Fishery Cert Sus 
Withdrawn.pdf 

See TAB D-
007 v1.1 Superseded 

Tier 2 TAB D-007 v1.1 Effect on Fish or Fish Products if a Fishery 1.1 Public May 2010 TAB_D_007_Fishery_Certificate_Su - Current 
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MSC 
Tier Document Title Version No. Access Issue 

Date MSC File Name Comment Status 

Certificate is Suspended or Withdrawn spension_v1.1.pdf 

Tier 2 TAB D-008 Content of conditions 1 Public Mar 2005 - See TAB D-
014 v1.1 

Superseded 

Tier 2 TAB D-009  Re-assessment of certified fisheries Draft 1 Internal 
(MSC) 

- - -  Not issued 

Tier 2 
TAB D-010 Exclusivity of fishery certificates 
 1 Public Dec 2004 - - Superseded 

Tier 2 
TAB D-010 v2 Certificate sharing (exclusivity of fishery 
certificates) 2 Public Feb 2009 

TAB D-010 (v2) - Certificate sharing 
(exclusivity of fishery 
certificates).pdf 

See TAB D-
010 v2.1 Superseded 

Tier 2 
TAB D-010 v2 Certificate Sharing (Exclusivity of Fishery 
Certificates) 2.1 Public May 2010 

TAB_D_010_Certificate_Sharing_v2
.1.pdf - Currents 

Tier 2 TAB D- 011 Draft Internal 
(MSC) 

- - - Not issued 

Tier 2 
TAB D-012 Clients transferring their certification to a new 
certification body 1 Public Jul 2008 

D-012 Clients transferring their 
certification to a new certification 
body - FINAL.pdf 

See TAB D-
012 v1.1 Superseded 

Tier 2 
TAB D-012 v1.1 Clients Transferring their Certification to a 
New Certification Body 1.1 Public May 2010 

TAB_D_012_Clients_Transferring_
Certification_v1.1.pdf - Current 

Tier 2 TAB D-013 Evaluating fishery client progress on meeting 
certification conditions 1 Public Jul 2006 TAB D-013 - Evaluating progress on 

certification conditions.pdf 
See TAB D-
013 v1.1 Superseded 

Tier 2 TAB D-013 v1.1 Evaluating Fishery Client Progress on 
Meeting Certification Conditions 

1.1 Public May 2010 TAB_D_013_Progress_On_Conditio
ns_v1.1.pdf 

- Current 

Tier 2 TAB D-014 Guidance on setting certification conditions 1 Public Jul 2006 
TAB D-014 - Guidance on setting 
certification conditions.pdf 

See TAB D-
014 v1.1 Superseded 

Tier 2 TAB D-014 v1.1 Guidance on Setting Certification Conditions 1.1 Public May 2010 TAB_D_014_Guidance_On_Conditi
ons_v1.1.pdf 

- Current 

Tier 2 TAB D-015 Harmonized Fishery Assessments 1 Public Jul 2007 - 
See TAB D-
015 V2 Superseded 

Tier 2 TAB-D-015 V2 Harmonized Fishery Assessments 2 Public  Jul 2008 
D-015 V2 Harmonisation of certified 
and in progress fishery 
assessments - FINAL.pdf 

See TAB D-
015 v2.1 

Superseded 

Tier 2 TAB-D-015 V2.1 Harmonized Fishery Assessments 2.1 Public May 2010 TAB_D_015_Harmonisation_Fisher
y_Assessments_v2.1.pdf 

- Current 

Tier 2 
TAB D-016 Guidance for suspension and re-instatement of a 
Chain of Custody (COC) certificate 

1 Public Jul 2007 - 
See TAB D-
016 V2 

Superseded 
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MSC 
Tier Document Title Version No. Access Issue 

Date MSC File Name Comment Status 

Tier 2 TAB D-016 Version 2 Direction for suspension, withdrawal 
and re-instatement of a Chain of Custody (COC) certificate 

2 Public Jul 2008 
D-016 V2 Suspension withdrawal 
and re-instatement of certificate - 
FINAL.pdf 

See TAB D-
016 v2.1 

Superseded 

Tier 2 
TAB D-016 v2.1 Direction for Suspension, Withdrawal and 
Re-Instatement of a Chain of Custody (COC) Certificate 

2.1 Public May 2010 
TAB_D_016_COC_Certificates_v2.
1.pdf 

- Current 

Tier 2 
TAB D-017 Implementation of Version 1 of the Fisheries 
Assessment Methodology 1 Public Jul 2008 

D-017 Implementation of Version 1 
of the Fisheries Assessment 
Methodology - FINAL.pdf 

See TAB D-
017 v2 Superseded 

Tier 2 TAB D-017 v2 Implementation of Version 2 of the Fisheries 
Assessment Methodology (including RBF) 

2 Public Jul 2009 TAB D-017 v2 - Implementation of 
FAM v2.pdf 

See TAB D-
017 v2.1 

Superseded 

Tier 2 
TAB D-017 v2 Implementation of Version 2 of the Fisheries 
Assessment Methodology (including RBF) 2.1 Public May 2010 

TAB_D_017_FAM_Implementation_
v2.1.pdf - Current 

Tier 2 TAB D-018 Direction for assessing subcontractors 1 Public Jul 2008 D-018 Direction for assessing sub-
contractors - FINAL.pdf 

See TAB D-
018 v1.1 

Superseded 

Tier 2 TAB D-018 v1.1 Direction for Assessing Subcontractors 1.1 Public May 2010 
TAB_D_018_Assessing_Sub_Contr
actors_v1.1.pdf - Current 

Tier 2 
TAB D-019 Implications for MSC certificate holders in the 
event that their certification body's accreditation is 
suspended, withdrawn or cancelled. 

1 Public Jul 2008 

D-019 Implications for MSC 
certificate holders in the event that 
their certification bodys 
accreditation is suspended, 
withdrawn or cancelled.pdf 

See TAB D-
019 v1.1 

Superseded 

Tier 2 
TAB D-019 Implications for MSC Certificate Holders in the 
Event that their Certification Body's Accreditation is 
Suspended, Withdrawn or Cancelled. 

1.1 Public May 2010 TAB_D_019_Certifier_Accreditation
_Cancelled_v1.1.pdf 

- Current 

Tier 2 
TAB D-020 Implications for clients of certification bodies 
which apply for but do not achieve MSC accreditation. 1 Public Jul 2008 

D-020 Implications for clients of 
certification bodies which apply for 
but do not achieve MSC 
accreditation.pdf 

See TAB D-
020 v1.1 Superseded 

Tier 2 
TAB D-020 v1.1 Implications for Clients of Certification 
Bodies which Apply For but do not Achieve MSC 
Accreditation. 

1.1 Public May 2010 
TAB_D_020_Accreditation_Not_Aw
arded_v1.1.pdf - Current 

Tier 2 TAB D-021 Eligibility for the use of logo on fishery products 
caught before the eventual fishery certificate date 

1 Public Feb 2009 

TAB D-021 - Eligibility for the use of 
logo on fishery products caught 
before the eventual fishery 
certificate date (FINAL).pdf 

See TAB D-
021 v1.1 

Superseded 

Tier 2 TAB D-021 v1.1 Eligibility for the use of Logo on Fishery 1.1 Public May 2010 TAB_D_021_Eligibility_Dates_v1.1. - Current  
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MSC 
Tier Document Title Version No. Access Issue 

Date MSC File Name Comment Status 

Products Caught before the Eventual Fishery Certificate Date pdf 

Tier 2 
TAB Directive 021 (v2): Eligibility for the Use of Ecolabel on 
Fishery Products Caught before the Eventual Fishery 
Certificate Date 

2 Public Feb 2010 
TAB_D_021_Eligibility_Dates_v2.pd
f 

Effective on 
1 Jul 2010 Current 

Tier 2 
TAB D-022 Consumer ready tamper proof definition and 
decision tree 1 Public Feb 2009 

TAB D-022 - Consumer ready 
tamper proof definition and decision 
tree.pdf 

See TAB D-
022 v1.1 Superseded 

Tier 2 
TAB D-022 v1.1 Consumer Ready Tamper Proof Definition 
and Decision Tree 1.1 Public May 2010 

TAB_D_022_ConsumeR_Ready_T
amper_Proof_v1.1.pdf - Current 

Tier 2 TAB D-023 Revised Fisheries Certification Methodology 
Objections Procedure 

1 Public Feb 2009 
TAB D-023 - Revised Fisheries 
Certification Methodology 
Objections Procedure (FINAL).pdf 

See TAB D-
023 v2 

Superseded 

Tier 2 TAB D-023 v2 Revised Fisheries Certification Methodology 
Objections Procedure 

2 Public Feb 2010 TAB_D_023_Objections_Procedure
_v2.pdf 

- Current 

Tier 2 TAB D-024 Re-Entry of Fisheries that Fail Assessment 1 Public Jul 2009 
TAB D-024 - Fisheries that Fail 
Assessment.pdf 

See TAB-
024 v1.1 Superseded 

Tier 2 TAB D-024 v1.1 Re-Entry of Fisheries that Fail Assessment 1.1 Public May 2010 TAB_D_024_Fisheries_That_Fail_A
ssessment_v1.1.pdf - Current 

Tier 2 TAB D-025 MSC request for records of certified material 1 Public Jul 2009 TAB D-025 - Requests for 
records.pdf 

See TAB-
025 v1.1 

Superseded 

Tier 2 
TAB D-025 v1.1 MSC Request for Records of Certified 
Material 1.1 Public May 2010 

TAB_D_025_Requests_For_Record
s_v1.1.pdf - Current 

Tier 2 TAB D-026 Issue of Chain of Custody Certification 
Methodology v6.1 

1 Public Jul 2009 TAB D-026 - Issue of COCCM 
V6.1.pdf 

See TAB D-
026 v.2 

Superseded 

Tier 2 
TAB D-026 v2 Issue of Chain of Custody Certification 
Methodology v7 2 Public Feb 2010 

TAB_D_026_COCCMv7_Implement
ation_v2.pdf 

Effective on 
8 Mar 2010 Current 

Tier 2 TAB D-027 Withholding Publication of Fishery Certification 
Reports and Announcements 1 Public Feb 2010 TAB_D_027_ 

Witholding_Publication_v1.pdf 
Effective on 
8 Mar 2010 Current 

Tier 2 TAB D-028 v1 Fishery Assessment Timelines 1 Public Feb 2010 TAB_D_028_Assessment_Timeline
s_v1.pdf 

- Current 

Tier 2 
TAB D-029 v1 Revised Requirements for Stakeholder 
Consultation in Fishery Assessments 1 Public Feb 2010 

TAB_D_029_Stakeholder_Engage
ment_v1.pdf - Current 

MSC Complaints and Objections Procedures 

Unspec. 
Marine Stewardship Council Chain of Custody Complaints 
Procedure 1 Public Feb 2004 

Chain_of_Custody_Complaints_Pro
cedure_Version_1.pdf - Current (?) 

Unspec. MSC Chain of Custody Complaint Form 1 Public Feb 2004 Chain_of_Custody_Complaints_For - Current (?) 
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MSC 
Tier Document Title Version No. Access Issue 

Date MSC File Name Comment Status 

m_Version_1.pdf 

- Objections Procedure 5 Public Jul 2002 - 
Withdrawn. 
Incorporated 
into FCMv6 

Superseded 

Unspec MSC Objections Form 2 Public Apr 2004 MSC Objections Form_Final - 
version 2.pdf 

- Superseded 

Unspec. MSC Objections Procedure [fact sheet] - Public Jul 2009 
objections.pdf 
 

on MSC 
website 

Current 

Unspec. MSC Objections Procedure [flow chart] - Public Jul 2009 MSC-objections-procedure.pdf on MSC 
website 

Current 

Unspec. MSC Objections Form - Public 2010 
msc_objections_form.doc 
 - Current 

MSC Policy Advisories 

Tier 3 
Policy Advisory 1: Transitional arrangements for Norwegian 
saithe fisheries with recently released 
draft, final or public certification reports 

- Public Jul 2008 
Policy Advisory 1 - Transitional 
arrangements for eligiblity of 
Norwegian saithe - 3 July 2008.pdf 

- Current (?) 

Tier 3 Policy Advisory 2: Sequence of steps in the assessment 
process  

- Public Jul 2008 
Policy Advisory 2 - Sequence of 
steps in the assessment 
process.pdf 

See PA2 
v1.1 

Superseded 

Tier 3 Policy Advisory 2: Sequence of steps in the assessment 
process  1.1 Public May 2010 PA_2_Sequence_Of_Steps_v1.1.pd

f - Current 

Tier 3 Policy Advisory 3: Content of the Public Comment Draft 
Report  

- Public Jul 2008 Policy Advisory 3 - Content of the 
Public Comment Draft Report.pdf 

See PA3 
v1.1 

Superseded 

Tier 3 
Policy Advisory 3: Content of the Public Comment Draft 
Report  1.1 Public May 2010 

PA_3_Public_Comment_Draft_Rep
ort_Content_v1.1.pdf - Current 

Tier 3 Policy Advisory 4: Use of logo on fishery products caught 
before the eventual fishery certificate date 

1 Public July 2008 - - Superseded 

Tier 3 
Policy Advisory 4(v2): Use of logo on fishery products caught 
before the eventual fishery certificate date. 

2 Public Sep 2008 - - Superseded 

Tier 3 
Policy Advisory 4(v3): Use of logo on fishery products caught 
before the eventual fishery certificate date for fisheries in 
assessment as of 5th September 2008 

3 Public Feb 2009 

Policy Advisory 4 (v3) - Use of logo 
on fishery products caught before 
the eventual fishery certificate date 
(FINAL).pdf 

See PA4 
v3.1 Superseded 

Tier 3 
Policy Advisory 4(v3): Use of Logo on Fishery Products 
Caught Before the Eventual Fishery Certificate Date for 
Fisheries in Assessment as of 5th September 2008 

3.1 Public May 2010 PA_4_Eligibility_Dates_v3.1.pdf 
Current until 
1 Jul 2010 Current 
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MSC 
Tier Document Title Version No. Access Issue 

Date MSC File Name Comment Status 

Tier 3 
Policy Advisory 4 (v4): Use of Ecolabel on Fishery Products 
Caught Before the Eventual Fishery Certificate Date for 
Fisheries in Assessment as of 5th September 2008 

4 Public Feb 2010 
(Jul 2010) 

PA_4_Eligibility_Dates_v4.pdf - Current (?) 

Tier 3 
Policy Advisory 5: Reporting on the tracking and tracing of 
fish and fish products. 

1 Public Sep 2008 - - Superseded 

Tier 3 
Policy Advisory 5(v2): Reporting on the tracking and tracing of 
fish and fish products. 2 Public Feb 2009 

Policy Advisory 5 (v2) - Reporting 
on the Tracking & Tracing of Fish 
(FINAL).pdf 

See PA5 
v2.1 Superseded 

Tier 3 Policy Advisory 5(v2.1): Reporting on the Tracking and 
Tracing of Fish and Fish Products. 

2.1 Public May 2010 PA_5_Reporting_On_Tracking_-
_Tracing_Fish_v2.1.pdf 

- Current 

Tier 3 
Policy Advisory 6: Using the Risk-Based Framework Version 
1 in a fishery assessment 1 Public Jan 2009 

Policy Advisory 6 - Using the RBF 
v1.pdf 

See TAB D-
017 v2 Superseded 

Tier 3 
Policy Advisory 7: Use of Confidential Information in Fishery 
Assessments 1 Public Feb 2009 

Policy Advisory 7 - Use of 
Confidential Information in Fishery 
Assessments (FINAL).pdf 

See PA7 
v1.1 Superseded 

Tier 3 Policy Advisory 7: Use of Confidential Information in Fishery 
Assessments 

1.1 Public May 2010 PA_7_Use_Of_Confidential_Inform
ation_v1.1.pdf 

- Current 

Tier 3 
Policy Advisory 8: Guidance on certificate sharing 
mechanisms 1 Public Feb 2009 

Policy Advisory 8 - Guidance on 
certificate sharing mechanisms.pdf 

See PA8 
v1.1 Superseded 

Tier 3 Policy Advisory 8: Guidance on Certificate Sharing 
Mechanisms 

1.1 Public May 2010 PA_8_Guidance_On_Certificate_Sh
aring_v1.1.pdf 

- Current 

Tier 3 Policy Advisory 9: Information Required for New Fisheries 
Entering Full Assessment 1 Public Feb 2009 

Policy Advisory 9 - Information 
Required for New Fisheries Entering 
Full Assessment (FINAL).pdf 

See PA9 
v1.1 Superseded 

Tier 3 
Policy Advisory 9: Information Required for New Fisheries 
Entering Full Assessment 1.1 Public May 2010 

PA_9_Fisheries_Entering_Full_Ass
essment_v1.1.pdf - Current 

Tier 3 Policy Advisory 10:  Guidance on Scope Criteria for 
Enhanced Fisheries   

1 Public Mar 2009 Policy advisory 10 - Enhanced 
Fisheries FINAL.pdf 

See TAB D-
001 v2  

Superseded 

Tier 3 
Policy Advisory 11: Confidential Submission of Pre-
Assessment Reports 

- Public Jul 2009 
Policy Advisory 11 - Pre-
Assessment Reports.pdf 

See PA11 
v1.1 

Superseded 

Tier 3 Policy Advisory 11: Confidential Submission of Pre-
Assessment Reports - Public May 2010 PA_11_Pre_Assessment_Reports_

v1.1.pdf - Current 

Tier 3 Policy Advisory 12: Further Guidance on Scoring Reference 
Points in Principle 1 

1 Public Feb 2010 
(Mar 2010) 

PA_12_Reference_Points_v1.pdf - Current 

Tier 3 
Policy Advisory 13: Minor Revisions to FAM v2 and 
Stakeholder Notifications of Site Visits involving the RBF 1 Public Feb 2010 

(Mar 2010) 
PA_13_ Minor_FAM_ 
Revisions_v1.pdf - Current 
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MSC 
Tier Document Title Version No. Access Issue 

Date MSC File Name Comment Status 

Tier 3 Policy Advisory 14: Publication of Fishery Certificates 1 Public Feb 2010 
(Mar 2010) 

PA_14_Publishing_Fishery_Certific
ates_v1.pdf 

- Current 

Tier 3 Policy Advisory 15: Further Guidance on Pre-Assessments 
 1 Public Feb 2010 

(Mar 2010) 
PA_15_Fishery_Pre_Assessments_
v1 .pdf - Current 

Tier 3 Policy Advisory 16: Submission of Fisheries and Chain of 
Custody Assessment Information 

1 Public Feb 2010 
(Mar 2010) 

PA_16_Submitting_Information_v1.
pdf 

- Current 

Tier 3 Policy Advisory 17: Guidance on Condition Setting 1 Public Feb 2010 
(May 2010) PA_17_Condition_Setting_v1-1.pdf - Current 

MSC Guidance to Certification Bodies 

Tier 3 Using the AHP and Expert Choice to Support the MSC 
Fisheries Certification Process 

2 Public Sep 2005 Using AHP & EC for 
MSCCert_V2_Sep2005.pdf 

- Current 

Tier 3 Marine Stewardship Council Guidance for Certification Bodies 
on Stakeholder Consultation in Fishery Assessments 

2 Public Dec 2004 

2 file versions:  
Guidance for CBs on Stk 
Consultation Version2.pdf  
and 
Guidance_for_CBs_on_Stk_Consult
ation_Version2_clr.pdf 

- Current 

Tier 3 MSC Risk-Based Framework: Draft Technical Document - Restricted Sep 2008 
Risk Based Framework Technical 
Document September 08.pdf 

Issued to 
CBs on a 
trial basis 

Draft 

Unspec. 
Guidelines for the Assessment of Small-Scale/Data Deficient 
Fisheries against the MSC Standard 

Draft 
version 3 Restricted May 2007 - 

Issued to 
CBs on a 
trial basis 

Draft/ Pre-
print 

Unspec. Guidance to Stakeholders: Roles and Responsibilities - - - - Not issued Not issued 

Unspec. 
Guidance Manual for the MSC Fisheries Certification 
Methodology 

Draft 1, 
Version 5 

Internal 
Only 

Jan 2004 - Not issued Not issued 

Unspec. Marine Stewardship Council Risk-Based Framework  
and Guidance to Certification Bodies 

1 Public Feb 2009 RBF version 1 for public 
consultation 6Feb09.pdf 

Current until 
1 Nov 2009. 
See TAB D- 
017 V2 

Superseded 

Unspec. 
Template for Stakeholder Input into MSC Fishery 
Assessments 

Unspec. Public Apr 2010 

2 file versions: 
template_for_stakeholder_input_v1.
doc 
and  
template_for_stakeholder_input_v1.

- Current 
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pdf 
MSC Guidance to Clients - Fishery 

Unspec. 
Guidance to clients: The MSC Fishery Assessment & 
Certification Process. Information Sheet 1 - How to choose a 
certification body 

- Public Oct 2005 InfoSheet1_ChoosingCB.pdf - Current (?) 

Unspec. Guidance to clients: The MSC Fishery Assessment & 
Certification Process. Information Sheet 2 - Who is a client? 

- Public Sep 2005 InfoSheet2_Client.pdf - Current (?) 

Unspec. 
Guidance to clients: The MSC Fishery Assessment & 
Certification Process. Information Sheet 3 - the Unit of 
Certification explained 

- Public Oct 2005 InfoSheet3_UnitOfCertification.pdf - Current (?) 

Unspec. 
Guidance to clients: The MSC Fishery Assessment & 
Certification Process. Information Sheet 4 - Costs explained 

 Public Oct 2005 InfoSheet4_Costs.pdf - Current (?) 

Unspec. 
Guidance to clients: The MSC Fishery Assessment & 
Certification Process. Information Sheet 5 - Roles and 
responsibilities explained 

- Public Oct 2005 InfoSheet5_Roles&Responsibilities.
pdf 

- Current (?) 

Unspec. Marine Stewardship Council Guidance to potential or actual 
clients: The MSC Fishery Assessment & Certification Process 

1 Public Oct 2005 Guidance to Clients V1.pdf - Current (?) 

Unspec. 
Get Certified! Fisheries - A practical guide to the Marine 
Stewardship Council's fishery certification process. 

1 Public Dec 2009 
MSC_Get 
certified_FINAL_lowres.pdf 

on MSC 
website Current 

Unspec. Standardized Assessment Tree for Scoring Fisheries 
[organizational chart] 

- Public - MSC-FAM-default-
assessment_tree.pdf 

on MSC 
website Current 

Unspec. MSC Assessment/Certification Process [flow chart] 
 

- Public - Assessment_FloChart.pdf on MSC 
website 

Current 

Unspec. A Stakeholder's Guide to the Marine Stewardship Council Unspec. Public Apr 2010 
stakeholder_guide_to_the_MSC_v2
.pdf 

on MSC 
website Current 

MSC Guidance to Clients - CoC 

Unspec. myMSC CoC Handbook 1 Public Apr 2006 

Partitioned in 4 files: 
myMSC_section1.pdf 
myMSC_section2.pdf 
myMSC_section3.pdf 
myMSC_section4.pdf 

A German 
translation is 
available 
from MSC 
on request 

Current 

Unspec. 

Guidance on MSC Group Certification Requirements    
MSC Chain of Custody Certification Methodology Appendix 
C: Requirements for groups wishing to become certified to 
MSC’s Chain of Custody Standard Version 1.0   

1 Public Jul 2009 
Guidance_on_Group_Certification_
v1.pdf - Current 
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Unspec. MSC Guide: Eligibility Dates 1 Public Aug 2009 
MSC_Guide-Eligibility_Dates-Aug-
2009.pdf 

- Current 

Unspec. 
Requirements for Groups wishing to become certified to the 
MSC‟s CoC Standard (Extracted from CoC certification 
methodology v7)   

1 Public Feb 2010 Requirements_for_MSC_Group_Ch
ain_of_Custody-1.pdf - Current 

Unspec. Frequently Asked Questions - MSC Chain of Custody 
Certification 

4 Public Aug 2009 COC%20FAQs%20-
%20Version%202%20090219.pdf 

- Superseded 

Unspec. 
Frequently Asked Questions - MSC Chain of Custody 
Certification 

5.1 Public Apr 2010 COC_FAQs_Version_5.1.pdf - Current 

Unspec. [letter] Uitgave van nieuwe MSC systeemdocumenten Unspec. Public Apr 2010 2010.04.22 - MSC Letter to COC 
Clients (Dutch).pdf 

Dutch Current 

Unspec. [letter] Issuance of New MSC Scheme Documents Unspec. Public Apr 2010 
2010.04.22 - MSC Letter to COC 
Clients (English).pdf English Current 

Unspec. [letter] Nouveaux documents de programme du MSC Unspec. Public Apr 2010 2010.04.22 - MSC Letter to COC 
Clients (French).pdf French Current 

Unspec. [letter] Herausgabe von neuen MSC Kerndokumenten Unspec. Public Apr 2010 
2010.04.22 - MSC Letter to COC 
Clients (German).pdf 

German Current 

Unspec. [letter - translation unavailable] Unspec. Public Apr 2010 
2010.04.22 - MSC Letter to COC 
Clients (Japanese).pdf Japanese Current 

Unspec. [letter] Nya MSC-dokument Unspec. Public Apr 2010 2010.04.22 - MSC Letter to COC 
Clients (Swedish).pdf 

Swedish Current 

MSC Reporting CoC Scope 

Unspec. 
MSC – Marine Stewardship Council - New categories for 
reporting chain of custody scope, 3 Oct 08 – Version 1 

1 Public Oct 2008 
03.10.08 - COC Reporting - 
Additional Guidance - Recording 
scope.doc 

- Current 

Unspec. 

MSC – Marine Stewardship Council – COC Reporting – 
Additional Guidance: Instructions on how to permanently 
enable Macros for the new CoC spreadsheet, 3 Oct 08 – 
Version 1 

1 Public Oct 2008 

03.10.08 - COC Reporting - 
Additional Guidance - Instructions 
on how to permanently enable 
Macros.doc 

- Current 

Unspec. 
MSC – Marine Stewardship Council – Client form – 
Categories for reporting chain of custody scope, 3 Oct 08 – 
Version 1 

1 Public Oct 2008 03.10.08 - COC Reporting - Form 
for client completion.doc - Current 

Unspec. New CoC spreadsheet template (MS Excel file) 1 Public Oct 2008 New CoC spreadsheet template.xls - Current 

MSC Logo Licensing Documents 

Unspec. MSC Logo licensing system – categories of logo use and 1 Public Apr 2008 Logo Licensing System-final.pdf - Superseded 
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Tier Document Title Version No. Access Issue 

Date MSC File Name Comment Status 

charges 

Unspec. Ecolabel Licensing System - Categories of ecolabel use and 
charges 

4 Aug 2009 Public Aug 2009 msc-ecolabel-licensing_categories-
charges-1.pdf 

- Current 

Unspec. 
Rules for the display of the MSC logo   
(consumer facing use), Version: September 2006  

September 
2006 Public Sep 2009 msc-logo-use-consumer-facing.pdf - Superseded 

Unspec. 
Rules for the display of the MSC ecolabel – Consumer facing 
use 

15 July 
2009 Public Jul 2009 

Rules_msc_ecolabel_consumer_fac
ing.pdf - Current 

Unspec. 
Rules for the display of the MSC logo   
(non commercial use), Version: September 2006 

September 
2006 Public Sep 2006 msc-logo-use-non-commercial.pdf - Current 

Unspec. Rules for the display of the MSC logo   
(non consumer facing use) , Version: September 2006 

September 
2006 Public Sep 2006 Rules_for_the_display_of_the_msc

_logo.pdf 
- Suerseded 

Unspec. Rules for the display of the MSC logo – Non consumer facing 
use 

15 July 
2009 Public Jul 2009 Rules-msc-logo-non-consumer-

facing-15Jul09-FINAL.pdf 
- Current 

Unspec. Rules for the display of the MSC ecolabel – Menu use 
15 July 
2009 Public Jul 2009 Rules_msc_ecolabel-menu_use.pdf - Current 

MSC Letters of Instruction or Advice 

Unspec. MSC web publication procedure for fisheries material - Unspec. Jun 2009 
MSC Letter to CBs -5day 
procedure.pdf 

See Policy 
Advisory 16 Superseded 

Unspec. Issuance of New MSC Scheme Documents [31 July 2009] - Confidential Jul 2009 2009 07 31 - MSC Letter to CBs.pdf 
 - Current 

Unspec. [File attached to MSC Letter dated 31 July 2009 ‘Issuance of 
New MSC Scheme Documents’; for information only]  

- Unspec. Jul 2009 FAM v2 incl RBF - Final with track 
changes from v1.doc 

- Current 

Unspec. Issuance of New MSC Scheme Documents 1 Confidential Feb 2010 
2010.02.23 - MSC Letter to 
Certification Bodies (Final).pdf - Current 

Unspec. MSC Technical Oversight procedures. - Unspec. May 2010 MSC_TechOversight.pdf 
 

- Current 

Unspec. On-Line Publication of MSC Scheme Documents - Confidential May 2010 
2010.05.25 - Letter to Certifiers re 
Scheme Documents.pdf - Current 

MSC Newsletters 

Tier 3 MSC Certification Body Newsletter – April 2004 - Unspec. Apr 2004 
Marine Stewardship Council CB 
newsletter April 04final.pdf 

- Current 

Tier 3 MSC Newsletter for Certification Bodies: Certification Body 
Newsletter – Chain of Custody Topics 1 Public Oct 2007 CB newsletter - Issue 1 - October 

2007 - Final.pdf - Current 
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Tier 3 MSC Certifier Newsletter, December 2009, Version 1.0 1 Unspec. Dec 2009 
Certifier Newsletter - V1.0 - 24 Dec 
09.pdf 

- Current 

Tier 3 MSC Certifier Newsletter, May 2010, Version 2.0 2 Unspec. May 2010 FINAL_CB_Newsletter_May_2010.p
df - Current 
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