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1 PURPOSE AND SCOPE 

1.1 Sets out specific guidance to the ASI accreditation procedure for accreditation 
of certification bodies providing certification to FSC Certification standards.  

 

2 TERMS AND DEFINITIONS 

2.1 All terms and definitions are provided in the ASI Vocabulary 
 

3 ASSOCIATED DOCUMENTATION 

3.1 Standards and Policies ISO 17011:2004 
ISO 19011:2002 
 

3.2 Procedures, Guidelines 
 

ASI-PRO-20-101-Accreditation v2.0 

 

4 FSC GUIDANCE TO THE ASI ACCREDITATION PROCEDURE 

4.1  Where specific guidance on the generic ASI accreditation procedure is 
provided, the full clause of the ASI procedure is provided in italics. 

 
4.2 Where a clause of the ASI procedure is not referenced in this document, no 

guidance is provided.  
 
4.3 A “Note” provides an explanation, whereas a “Requirement” provides an 

interpretive statement which shall be followed by ASI and / or a CAB.   
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5 ACCREDITATION CRITERIA 

5.1 The criteria for accreditation of CABs shall be those set out in each 
certification scheme owners’ nominated normative documents, plus those 
specified by ASI. 

 
FSCG5.1  All FSC normative documents can be found at 
http://www.fsc.org/resourcescenter.html.  

6 ENQUIRY 

6.1 No guidance is provided on this section. 
  
7 APPLICATION  
 
7.1 If the application is not complete, or is not in English, an email shall be sent to 

the CAB requesting completion of missing elements or of payment,   
 
FSCG7.1 FSC only accepts applications and documents in English,  
 

8 APPOINTMENT OF ASSESSMENT TEAM 

8.1 The APM shall appoint an assessment team of sufficient size and background 
to ensure that all aspects of the scope of accreditation are covered (including 
any regulatory requirements), and that the team is qualified under Personnel 
Procedures.   

  
FSCG8.1 ASI assessment teams for the FSC program are usually 

comprised of two ASI assessors for the initial assessment.  
 

9 DOCUMENT REVIEW 

9.1 Following the satisfactory completion of review of documentation (i.e. there 
are no non conformities, or 10.4.2 is a satisfactory way to deal with non 
conformities) the lead assessor shall  
9.1.1 Confirm the office assessment, and 
9.1.2 If allowed under the certification scheme requirements shall confirm 

that they may make claims of applicant status and seek non 
accredited clients as covered in specific scheme guidance.  If this 
occurs, the CAB shall be added to ASI’s published list of applicants on 
the ASI website by the Administration Assistant.    

 

FSCG9.1.2 A claim of application status cannot be made until an assessment at 
the CAB’s office has been undertaken. 

10 PRE ASSESSMENT VISITS 

No guidance is provided on this section  
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11 ASSESSMENT PLANNING – INITIAL ASSESSMENTS 

No guidance is provided on this section  

12 ASSESSMENT PLANNING – SURVEILLANCE AND 
REACCREDITATION 

No guidance is provided on this section. 

13 ASSESSMENT ADVICE TO CABS AND AGREEMENT ON DATES 

No guidance is provided on this section. 

14 ASSESSMENT 

14.1 If not already done, after meeting the requirements set under the certification 
scheme requirements, the lead assessor shall confirm that the CAB may 
make claims of applicant status and seek non accredited clients as covered in 
specific scheme guidance    

 
FSCG14.1 Requirement:   
 

a. Following an office audit and closure of any major 
nonconformity(ies) (if any), the ASI assessor shall inform the CAB 
that they may advertise their status as an applicant, and 
depending on the scope of accreditation may contact clients for 
forestry certification and clients for chain of custody certification.   

b. For ASI first witness assessment for chain of custody 
accreditation, the selected client may not be a trader; as such 
audit will not provide ASI with enough information to evaluate the 
competence of the assessment team. 

c. In all cases, no certificate may be issued until the certification 
process is complete and accreditation has been granted.  

 

15 VERIFICATION OF CAB CORRECTIVE AND PREVENTIVE ACTION  

No guidance is provided on this section. 

16 ACCREDITATION REPORT FOR DECISION MAKERS 

No guidance is provided on this section. 

17 DECISION-MAKING AND GRANTING ACCREDITATION 

No guidance is provided on this section. 

18 REASSESSMENT AND SURVEILLANCE 

No guidance is provided on this section. 
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19 CLAIMS OF APPLICANT / ACCREDITED CAB STATUS 

No guidance is provided on this section. 

 

------------------------------ End of Document ------------------------------------ 
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